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Corbett-National l".'H’h is st oncof the most |n'iﬁiilh' wildermesses i




n the rwilight hour of a cold

- Movember moming, bundled up
i in three layers of clothing with a
= shawl around my face, | find
mysell In the foothills of the
Himalayas, sitting next o the
driver of a rickety old jeep o
avoid the bite of the sharp

morming ain. My Iriends are
enjoving the ride in the back of an open-ale Maruti
"Gypsy’. [ is not guite 5:00 a.m. and we are on our way 1o
Byrani, where the gates open at slx In the morming 1o
enter the majestic Corbett National Par, hut you have to
wail in line for nearly an hour to complete the formmalities
[0 FrOCUTE i pass.

Nestled In the pleuresque Patlidan Valley of the
Kumaon Range in Uttaranchal, Corbeni Natlonal Park
attracts tens of thousands of tourists from all over the
world each vear. For the longest time, I have wanted 1o
visit Tndia’s first national park that abounds in diverse
Nora and fauna and is teeming with wildlife. T gei the
opportunity when my friend, Mala Bawa, an architeciir-
al and interor designer of the Corbett Hideaway, has ta
nutke her hi-maonthly visit to the Lefsure Hotels resort
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while [ am visiting her, She invites me ta join her and |
selze the prospect with delight and tag along,

We take the night train fram New Delhi (o Ram Nagar
station, the gateway 1o Corbent countey, and reach our
destination while the sky is still pitch dark. To my utter
surprse, as we pass through the toan, 11 s LFI.I..’I::ij: with
life as though it is the middle of the evening rather than
ithe end of night. The hustle and bustle has started as
businesses are gearing up to cater o the tourists, We
Ieave the bazaar behind and head wowands Garjiva wil-
lage. There, amidst a large mango grove, Ledsure Hotels
has built & gem of & resort, The Corbent Thideaway:,

Cur resort conage is comfortable and invitng with
throw rugs and thick. plush comforters. Pictures of Jim
Corbott are hung in strategic plices (o svoke legendary
memaories of the local hern, Corbett was a legendary
hunter-turned-conservator and best known for killing a
number of man-cating tigers and leopards in the region
it the first half of the 20th century. His legends inspired
the park’s consenvaton efforts and lent the nomesake 1o
the ragion, :

After a quick hot shower and a cup of coffee, 1 am
ready 1o explore the verdant surroundings. A pebbled

Corbelt National Park attracts tens of thousands of
tourisis each-year.
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pathway leads me o Gurney
IHuse, named after the place thai
Corbet lived In for many years,
The dewk Faces the foothills of the
lwwer Shivalik range; belmy, the
Kosl River flowing picturcsgquely
creafes a dramatic posteand Tor
memory. ho live music sonnds
sweeter than the soothing move-
ment af the river, We surmapiuos-
Iy devour a smorgasband of fresh
frults, continental, Sowuth Indian
and made-to-order hreaklasn, |
would have been content too sit
there and soak up the serenity but
there was mare o expline

My Trierct and T found our thar
the morming jeep safan excursion
{one of many) hal already left and
the ones in the afiermoon were
already bovked. Mow, we had
ample tirme Lo spend on the nat-
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ritl trails. The parh slong the kosi
is utterly rewarding. Luckily, 1
wore my wilking shoes because
this river stretches out for almos]
i mile, runnimg just behind the
Corbert Hideaway. Also, watch out
as parts of the riverbed e di
and the polished pehbles can got
quite slippery il vou want to walk
in the river or find a boulder
perch on for o fow tranguil
mamenis, The river abounds in
mahseer, 3 lresh veaner flsh hat is
very popular with anglers hecause
of Is frge size. Fishing permits
are available between October
and May.

A e mibles vp river, on & huge
ek that sits in the middle of the
Kosi River, is the famous Garjiya
Temple. A& mope bridge mkes us
avross the river 1o the steep

JE

makes his home at Corbes Sl
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Abave, lesh forest lines the banks
of one of Corbel's famols
riverbeds, Ramganga River. At

right, a bright crange sunset over
Corbett Mational Park.
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incline of steps that reach up (o the log-
endary tempe that has withstood many
Moads, Hundreds of devotees of Garjiva
Lrewi as well a4 bird Jovers sisil the tomple
with equal zeal. We spot a cou ple of mioi-
tain hawk eagles erulsing the crystal blue
skics. The megion is heme o upasds of 200
spocies of rare and beautiful binds, A pairol
good binooulars is as essontial as broken-
in walking shoes, The hills zre mking on
the Indipo shedows of dusk so we bead
back to ihe resort.. Hothal ws wane (o tuck
ins early because we liave 1o be up at e
crack of dawn to catch the next safard, But
wie firs| inke the time 1w enjuy the tandaoori
freskiwater fish at the Gol Ghar, o thatched
ronl, apen-ale restaumn L Their ‘'mockiails
are tantalizngly romging o [ s hand o
stofy at one, We peacelully retice on a Tull
slornach.

E Bruce G. Marcot

Another day has arrived. As our jeep
chugs its way 1o Bljrani, one of the five
Enrances o the park, | remember reading
that the Corbent teserve has been called

the land of “trumper, roar and song.”™ Tl
this @ be an apt description. The jungle
casts its philnarmonic spell on me from
the mament we enter it lis pleasures, how-
ever, arc mit just auditory. The matoralise,
one Mr, Sahai, who accompanies us on the
irip, makes ihe scenic canvas of a thou-
sand shades of green richer and more
enjoyable for us, | move to the back of the
jeep o hear him name every es and
shruby while keepliog my ears aned 1o the
jungle sounds and signs,

The lush vegetation is made up of a
varriety of miced deciduris Drees, the stecly
sal that dominates the reginn, o smantering
of fragrant pine, the sprowling banyan. the
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mange which is lusiy with Troit in e sem-
e, thie bael
medicinal vinues of their leaves,
silk cotton. amongst others. The ooder-
erwith is made up of wildly spreading Lan-
tana and clephant grass thal provide o
thick cover for the antmals o proed inpri-
1.'.1|_'F. .".|I1| r|||-:|ll_|';|I||.~I|I 1hi= |i||| -.'l,'j;lﬂl,,,|l_i|,|;||
{lows the Ramganga River, which noursishies
the junigle and its inhabitanis.

With so much food and woter aviilable
in abundanee, Corbert Xatonal Bk s a
paradise for some af the st Beautiful
birds in e worled that luve elther made
the gk theie permanent hame oF reim to
it vear after vear We spoe o Tew blue thrsh-
259 .;I|'||.| '.-.|'|ir-.' |:'|.'|':|-\I-: 1| |-.||t=_:|'i~.|'||'r, |||_'.|| ihe
cooing of doves and mwvnas, Far away, a
wiriled owl howots. There is peaee and har

mony i the juigle amd tigers are nowhere

Below, the dusty dirt road a1 Corbett Natienal
Park allows vehicles 19 pass bul clearly discaur-
ages off-road driving and speeding. This road is
usad for sightseaing.

and the meem ki Tor e
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i hgm,}mdamﬂmdnatmmilsgurgle
: Wulﬂ mwr ey ‘the seund of tho. :'nmi
; H-H‘Htt Lhnmmrrrydu}' fior fnurmrmﬂ'm I.rn!.i

e weas v thar 1,500, In the 1920s.

T rlmnbm-uf hunmr-a., British i lndlan,
Inihe J’nrr:s:_m Hc whi mnn:-ﬂw itait this

view of jungh.-s as a souree of profit from

llm.tl:r rather ﬁunnmmua:y for wl]u.lllff.

Hg hr.'gnn 1-paﬂunf, togmupﬁ o 5d1|:l-:||-'
t]‘llHnﬂ'mhwl thesr matural hﬂ:'f-ngg.‘ Lle':—-
trifying blasé students by concluding his

Pmnnrﬁmﬂfﬁamin the United =

e i TR0 L th:e Kurmaon Hills

'.'1-.:, wis r-e“wnrdw.i u-ulh tl-uu npp.unm of
CaHn ngrs,.wiﬂm Mi‘aughhm film.
Corbett bocame nppnllnd at the: n'rH:iU'n.H- i

!.:nrhm wis M" Barh ulci when 'l-"o.n-rici

m'hltli‘:ﬂ h‘uﬁpﬁ i H‘(‘-mﬁthﬁﬂf nghe
Caurvival it ’hr il prwud.mu much
: _..nnri hE"bt'l.'Hl'l'I-E NERY JlL Récuperating, he
BRET T T "Lia.n—eat-as al Ku.'mn-b:L" which
'_;m—.i.nwan iriteeraticnal bﬂﬂb‘!‘lﬂ!’!’ Was
tramsfaked 3 m!?mlguagm.and wras
speschwith the Fuu—mtmlgﬂ.mafn_rfa tiger
e helped create the Association {urihz"= =i

almerst wrtiversally praised by-smtics.
AR l‘.l-ﬂp Ct'n'belr and [iis skster

Magg;er I‘u w]‘u\mmhadheen ﬂetw..:d aB
Fmvms, and the All- mdm{'uhfzmru:e Enr i
thw Preservation of Wikd Life, and T estabe

ishesd India's flsst mh:-ml.pﬂr}: huugum

bt ME. rerfred o FGEH}‘HJ wIIeth contin-

By the mid-thirties, Corbett had amost.

:.Jmnﬂ.l_-,l n.bandunnd hinting and turmed his
-‘sth:nﬁut'l o ihe Eh:llﬁtﬂ,p;ﬂiftﬂptunn,g tigors

o 1mﬁz|n-plctum filmt When he inuanct I:t'sai'f f

I:!'Ecameta-i whilTr l.a,..:.td-.-ah::i:mg ‘the
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in sighi. The langur monkeys ae jumpos
pliavTully Tronn one tree o another; severs
Families of spoted deer have ambled our o
greel the new day. Across the open marss
limed, we see a herd of elephants passing. <2
comversation idles as we ore enveloped in e
hish of the early memiog i o of e mess
majestic places in the world - g pristine ju-
gle,

Thien, lo and behald, whal is this? s o =
of fresh anlmal fooiprinis teillng siraics
into a thicker, Are we going to be in luck anc
soe the king of the land? We tind o vanioes
podnt and walt inn siflence. There is mustling =
the distance. The cameras come out and we
wait with bated hreath, No one maoves. nos
cven the 12-year-old who has constanis
Dbeen stepping on mv toes for the last hoos
several minutes pass. A likely cpcounter v
a tiger takes on the excitcment of a trvst v
w heloved.

The rustle abates, everyone sighs, and 15
Jeep coimes hack o life, We decide o ¢
i a loesl machhan, an Dpen-gir woodss
lseakanul fower, (o better our chances of cancs
i o glimpse of the dgen Two leenage gir-
whaare already vp in the machhan, ae chas
ting away the guiende, No elusive, stirip-c
cal i going o come anywhere near this bas
Db, W leave disappointed abowt missing 10
chance (o see these elegant jungle predico -
in their natral environment.

The journey back is replete with mor
sights and sounds, The jungle has indecc
woken up and is awash with life. The sun -
casting dappled shadows on the ail
Myriads of hirds are chiming their prerog:
tive over the land, The deer give us ampbe
apporienity o capiure them in digital imae
format. Fven a l!1l'.|l'|.ﬂ|.1-l.'ﬁl.’! CIOSSESs OHr patre
SRR - leisurely for a photn opponunity. Corbes
T s e e B % M i Mational Park, the legacy of a hunter-eenes
Abave, riding elephants in the Ramganga Riverbed saves visitors® feet from the harsh riverbed rocks  copservationist, has (0 be o must on e
and provides a wondarful place to view the nature at Corbett National Park. nature lovers ilinerar.




